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The study focus is given to the initial stage of formation of Greek Cathalic Church in the United States. Certain
common features, peculiarities, difficulties and conditions of parishes forming process are analysed. New criteria for more
complete study are suggested in view of the historiography problem of parishes establishment dating. The gatigtics,
geogr aphy, dates and dynamics of main parishes, general amount of churches, priests and parishioners are explored in the
paper on the basisof historical sources.
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Jocaigxkeno moyarkoBmii eran craHoBjeHHs I'pexo-Karosmnbkoi Hepksn y CIIA. IlpoananizoBaHo 3arajibHi
pucH, 0co0/IMBOCTI, TPyAHOLLI Ta 00CTABHHHU NpoLecy opraHizauii nmapoxiii. XapakrepHo, 110 HOBi IapoxisiJIbHI ocepeakH
CTBOPIOBAJIMCS 10B0JIi MBHAKO. Lleif mponec 3yMoBJIeHHii IIMPOKMMH TEPHTOPiaTLHUMH MEKAMH PO3CEJICHHS YKPaiHCBKOI
eMmirpauii. BianoBigHo, KokKHa rpyna mparsHyjia MaTH CBOI0 NApoOXil0, OCKIIBKHM N00HpATHCH 10 HAHOJMK4YOI B iHILIOMY
MicTeuky Oysio J0BoJIi CkJagHO. 3 orusify Ha icropiorpadiuni pos3dikHocTi moxo AaTyBaHHsi opramizamii mapadiii Ta
OyIiBHMITBA LEPKOB 3alPONIOHOBAHO J0AATKOBI KpHUTepii VISl KOMINIEKCHIIIOI0 A0CJiIKeHHS 3a3HAYeHOI MPo0JIeMATUKH.
Oco0siMBYy yBary 3BepHEHO Ha CTATHCTHKY, reorpadiro, XpoHoIorio Ta AMHAMIKY Npouecy opraHizamii roroBHux mapadiii,
3arajibHy KUIBKICTh HEPKOB, CBAIICHUKIB Ta MapoXisiH YNPOAOB:K Pi3HAX eTamiB. 31iliCHEHO MOPIBHAILHY XapPAKTEPHCTHKY
HA OCHOBI HasiBHOI icTopiorpadii Ta apxiBHHMX [Kepes, fIKi JalOTh 3MOry PEKOHCTPYIOBATH O0COOJHBOCTI TisILHOCTI
NMAPOXisNILHAX OCepeKiB Ta roJoBHi opranisaniiini nmpodiemMu.

Kurouosi cioBa: I'pexo-Karonnueka LlepkBa, mapoxisi, CBsIIEHAK, Opraxizamisi, eMirpanTH.

The problem setting. Foundation of the first Greek
Catholic parish in the United States in December, 1884
initiated the religious, national and socid development of
Ukrainian emigration community. Shenandoah, Virginia
became the firg, but not the only, Greek Cathalic Church
community organizetional center. Ukrainian emigrants from
territories near and far asked pries Ivan Vayansky to
ceebrate the liturgy and to hep with the organization of
new parish. Chronologically, paralld pastoral activities of I.
Volyansky in other emigrant towns were concurrant with
the active church building in Shenandoah (1885). Therefore,
in addition to their pagtoral work in Shenandoah, priests
began activdly organize churches in Jarsey City,
Minnegpalis, Kingston, Fredand, Olyphant, Shamokin, and
Wilkes-Barre, anong others[4, p. 7].

Theresults of the study. Theinitial stage of Greek
Catholic Church formation in United States is
characterized by certain common features. Firgt of all,
these are the significant territorial boundaries of the first
parishes, which provided the reigious needs of Ukrainian
emigrants from a large number of nearby settlements.
Since main parishes churches could not accommodate the

demand, and in view of the difficulty of long distance
travd, smaller church communities were founded
[17, p. 97]. Very often one priest took care of several
parish centers in considerable distance from each other,
what caused a lot of difficulties. In addition, the constant
problem was the lack of Greek Cathalic priests[27, p. 27],
as evidenced by the archival and statistical data. “Wehave
congant need in our priess..” [28, p. 10] — priest lllyia
Kuziv noted in aleter from United States.

The process of parishes foundation usudly sarted
with generd mestings of local emigrants united into a single
community. After that, they compiled an etimated cogt,
determined the amount of each membe’s contribution,
searched for a plat of land, and reached agreements with the
architect and builders. “People add up their savings and buy a
plot of land for church building a high price Suddenly
lacking in conscientious contractor rushes and builds a chapd
alegedly at price $ 600 but after congtruction will add more
than $ 200 to its price [...] So, the genga price of church
building is more than $2000" [23, p. 1]. Regarding cost and
architecturd design of Greek Cahdlic churches in United
Sates there are three stages clearly seen in mogt parishes. At
fird Greek-Cathdic communities built smal wooden
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churches cogting from $3,000 — $8,000. Intended church
congtruction intended the indusion of the three domes found
in the emigrants homeland, but builders often did a poor
work, which resulted in incorrectly formed domes which
more closdy resembled traditiond Orthodox churches
Therefore architects began to build churches either in Gathic,
Romanesque or mixed gyles. Depending on the growth of
the parishes, there was a need for the construction of
larger stone churches. The price of these structures was
$15,000 — $40,000. Later, the tendency was for the
construction of more majestic churches costing
$60,000 — $100,000). A peculiarity of the building was the
obligaory hal for parish congregations and schools
[16, p. 262—265]. Animportant issue was parish community’'s
legal regidration and preparation of satutes

Unlike Wegtern Ukrainian lands the community of the
laity, which actudly hdd the church finanddly, wes activdy
invalved in church life in the United States Therefore they
damed a dgnificant authority and awareness in church
adminigration. Thus a peculiar phenomenon cdled "lay
trusted sm" was originated, which was expressad by the active
contrd of the laty in church afars This dtuation was
completdy unknown for Ameican Cathdic hierarchy
[5 p. 30]. Pior to the firg bishop arivd in 1907 church
property was regisered to parish coundl — trusees However,
the laity committees often didn't hurry to re-register ownership
for their bishop, as it was supposad to do. There were sharp
controverses and splits. This process is absolutdy American
forming in the lives of Ukrainian sdtlers. The wish to lead
church life came nat from piety and dtruidic consderations,
but from the persond amhitions of severd of the mogt active
lay busnessmen. “[..] Every person wants to be princpd,
everyone wants to have more rights to the church than the
other, because he dso invested his own cent and worked in
building more than athers’ [23, p. 1]. They aspired to take a
dominant podtion in the community life This Stuation often
led to negative consequences in parish life and caused
difficulties for thepriess The parish coundils agpired to receive
dl information about Church management. Otherwise they
adivdy expressad disstifaction and demanded detailed
information about church affairs[12, p. 32-33]. Ruling leaders
expressed their own views on this ubject in magazines and
were not dways moderate in their critidams Due to the
frequent argumentsarising from these drcumgance, prietshad
to overcome many obgtades “It ssams to me that thereis no
more unlucky man in America than our priet. A lot of
nonsense made by our peopleis necessary to bear and mishear,
because one enemy can cause alat of dissste” [28, ark. 13] —
noted about it priegt llyiaKuziv.

Ancther peculiarity concerns chrondogical data
Dates of parishes establishment often do not coincide with
dates of thefirg churches condructed in theseterritories Like
in Shenandoah, the fird liturgies were hdd in tenements
Taking into condderation this fact it is expedient to take two
criteria for dating: first of al, the date of parish foundation

(from the moment of the Firgt Divine Liturgy) and the date of
church condruction completion. In addition, for a more
complete study of the dynamics of the development of Greek
Cathalic parishes in the United States, it is worthwhile to
highlight additional deting aspects the egablishment of
church fraternities that assumed responsihility of fundraigng
for the church congruction; the purchase of land; the blessing
of the cornerdone and new church buildings The
establishment of various church associations, parish choruses,
schools shows the cultura and educationd adtivities Itisalso
necessry to take into condderation tha regardess of a
churdh's condruction gate the Divine service was frequently
hed in rented premises. Therefore, it would be wrong to sart
paish higoy from the dae of church congdruction.
According to this Stuation, there are many historiographical
differencesregarding these dates, just aswith the dating of the
paish in Shenandoah. That's why this problem requires a
comprehensve sudy and comparison of dates based on
sources and higtoriography.

Due to the growing number of emigrant parishes
over ardativdy short period of time, subsidiary churches
were built on the modd of these early churches] In
particular, the parish in Shenandoah was divided twice: in
1886, when one part became a parish of the Transfiguration
in Shamokin and in 1908, when the parish of . John the
Baptist in Miesville was created [17, p. 97].

At the foundation of the parish in Shamokin, there
were 100 parishioners. Before the arriva of the first
Greek Catholic priest they visited local Polish churches.
Subsequently, the community appealed to |. Volyansky
with a request to establish a parish. The first Liturgies
were held in private houses and in the local school hall.
In view of the growing number of emigrants, church
congtruction process began [26, p. 3]. In order to
organize the fundraising a brotherhood of St. Cyril and
Methodius was established in May, 1888. A land plot
was purchased in November (for $400). The cornerstone
was consecrated by |. Volyansky, and on September 22,
1889 priest K. Andrukhovych performed the solemn
consecration of the church. Since 1888 metric books
have recorded baptisms, marriages and funerals. The
property was officially registered to the Brotherhood of
St. Cyril and Methodius [281]. Functions of the priest in
1886-1888 were performed by I. Volyansky. Other
priests included, Theofan Obushkevych (1890-1891),
who moved to Olifant, Cornelius Lavryshyn
(1892-1893), and Ivan Kongankevych (1893-1918)
[31, p. 96-97]. During theactivity of thelatter, ahousefor the
pries and aplot under the cemetery were bought. In 1894 the
firg paish church choir was founded [14]. These dates
coincdde in researchers works, while the following new
church buildings dates need to be darified. In 1898 the
congtruction of a brick church with the parish hall began. The
modern building was completed on October 29, 1907, the
parish home in 1908, and the monagery in 1911 [17, p. 96—
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97]. In 1903, in order to care for the sck and dying in the
parigh, the Society of S. Anna was edtablished. Materids
from the dte of the modern church in Shamokin provide
different dates tha do not coincide with the previous dating
(the condruction of the next church structure according to
ther verson began in 1904 and ended the next year. Perhaps
it isamatter of detailing of building deting criteria or of false
sources

During 1886-1887 paishes weae esablished in
Fredand, Gazdton and Kingston (Pennsylvania) [24]. The
latter was a key establishment. The consecration of the church
was carried out on October 30 by the priets|. Volyansky and
Zenon Liakhovich. By thistime, Gresk Cathdlic worship took
place just like in other places, in the home of parishioner
Sephan Barniy, where a temparary chapel was organized.
Z. Lyakhovych was gppointed asthe priest, but on November
4, he died because of a heart attack and was succeeded by
Mykola Zubrytsky, who only stayed for a short period.
I. Volyansky had to head the parish until the arivd of
Kostyantyn Andrukhovych, whose tem was dso shor,
laging until June 1889 [20, p. 6-7]. On May 16, 1892, the
church was named after the Protection of the Virgin. Shortly
theregfter, three Greek Catholic churches were founded in the
surrounding area: . Peter and Paul church (Fymouth) in
1898, . Nicholas church (Swidersville) in 1904 and .
Volodymyr church (Edwardsville) in 1910 [1].

The church in Kinggton was rebuilt twice On dly 4,
1911 a cornergone to the congruction of a larger church was
dedicated (the previous building became a parish hdl). The
modern building dates back to 1972. In pardld with the parish
in Kinggon, the formation of the Greek Cathadlic community in
Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania and Jersey City, New Jersey, took
place In Wilkes-Barre the church cornerstione was consecrated
on Augud 28, 1887. On April 6, 1839 the church in honor of
the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin was blessed. The priegt
Alexander Dzyubay arived as a rexult of the gpped of
parishioners to Mukachevo Bishop Yulian FHrtsak. Almogt dl
Gresk Cathdics in Wilkes-Barre came from Transcarpethia
Thecurrent church at 695 Norz Maynne Street was consecrated
on September 6, 1900 by the next priest Kornylo Ilyashevych
[20, p. 7]. Although, the officid weldte of the modern church
in Wilkes-Barre provides ancther date, soring of 1907, when
new huilding condruction began, laging a year. There is a
dmilar discrepancy of a year with the deting of the dedication
of the cornergone Asin the case of dating of the first church
condrudion in  Shenandosh, additiond resarch and
comparison of the dates of various researchers and sources is
required. In 1909, on theingructions of Bishop Stephan Soter
Ortynsky, a priegt lllyia Kuziv came here He had devd oped a
draft church datute The next priest was his brother Mykhailo
Kuziv who was appointed on June 11, 1911. As a source of
more information about this parish adtivity are letters of bath
priess to Metropditan Andrey Sheptytsky, which are gored in
thefunds of the Centrdl State Higorical Archivein Lviv [28].

The Jarsey City Greek-Catholic Parish covered
New Jersey, New York City and the neighborhood. In
these territories there were rather high prices for land plots

comparing with the previous ones. Because of it the
formation of the parish wasrather difficult for emigrantsin
the financial plan. On arriving in America I. Volyansky
stopped just in Jersey City and even planned to stay here.
However, it did not happen but in 1887 he visted a
community of Ukrainian emigrants, which conssted of
about 17 familiess mogly Galicians. In the “Firg
Ruthenian American Calendar” this parish was named the
oldest in the United States [20, p. 9-10]. At the beginning,
here was the pries I. Volyansky (1887), after him -
Kostyantyn Andrukhovych (1887-1889) [17, p. 58]. All
church property, like in other parishes, was registered to
I. Volyansky and his wife, what later became the cause of
misunderstandings. In 1887 a wooden chapd was built in
the corner of Henry and Chestnat Stregt. The next
congruction of the church began by priest Hryhoriy
Hrushka in the autumn 1891. In the spring 1892 the church
was consecrated in the presence of the large number of
emigrants and Greek Cathdlic priests. Subsequently, the
parish was divided sx times. Jersey City was one of the
firga centers of the trandtion of Greek Catholics to
Orthodoxy in period of priests H. Hrushka (1889-1896)
and lvan Ardan (1896-1897). After him the church
committee of 12 people who were re-dected each year
headed the parish life [20, p. 10]. In 1898-1905 the parish
was adminigered by priesx Mykola Pidgoretsky, in
1906-1908 by Alexandr Humetsky and in 1908-1925 by
Olexandr Ulytsky [17, p. 78].

In Olyfant a wooden church-chapd was built in 18838
due to the efforts and finandd support of emigrants At the
time of foundetion, there were 800 parishioners It is
interesting that the permanent records of baptism, marriages
and funeras have been kept in the parish Snce 1891, while
the regigration of the first Solemn Communion — from 1948
[17, p. 78]. In 1891, in view of the growth of the parish, the
church building was expanded [20, p. 8. In 1893 the
resdence of the pries was completed. The modern church
building was erected in 1908-1910. The priests during the
investigeted period were: |. Volyansky (1888-1890), Havryil
Vydotsky (1891), Teophan Obushkevych (1891-1897), lvan
Ardan (1897-1902), Mykola Strutynsky (1902-1905), Ivan
Veygorsky (1905-1906), Volodymyr Stack (1906), Hryhoriy
Vasovych  (1906-1907), Alexander Ulytky (1907),
Volodymyr Stek (1906 p.), Hryhoriy Vasovchyk (1906-
1907), Oleksandr Ulytskyi (1907), Vasyl Hryvnyak (1908—
1909), Ivan Sendetskyi (1910-1911), lllyia Kuziv (1911-
1915) [31, p. 770].The parish was one of the key emigrant
churches and often attracted atention. “Here in Olyphant
people are haughty and proud, because there are many people
of estate, therefore the pogtion of the priest is more difficult”
[28, ark. 13] — outlined priegt |. Kuziv.

In the spring 1889, Blessed Virgin Mary
Protection Church in Minneapolis (Minnesota) was
consecrated. However, since 1878, Ukrainian emigrants
from Transcarpathia (Beherov, Komlosh and Stebnyk)
resided there. As of 1884 there were about 80 of them.
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Before the arrival of 1. Volyansky spiritual ward over
them was carried out by Polish priest Jan Pakholsky. The
first Greek Catholic Liturgy in Minneapolis was
performed by |. Volyansky in the house of Pavlo Podanyi
and Yuriy Gomzyk. Like Jersey City, this parish was
influenced by Orthodoxy during the pastoral activity of
priest from the Diocese of Pryashiv Olexiy Tovt. The
main reason of trangition was the biased attitude of the
American Archbishop J Airland, who did not allow
O. Tovt to perform priestly duties [20, p. 10-11].

As of 1889 in the United States there were already
six Greek Cathalic churches [6, p. 23-24]. In June this
year, considering the American episcopacy opposition,
I. Volyansky was forced to leave the United States. He
passed the administration of parish affairs and the church
treasury to K. Andrukhovych, the priest in Kingston.

During 1889-1890 parishes were founded in
Whiting (Indiana), Passaic (New Jersey) and Ducktwen
(West Pennsylvania) [24; 10]. In 1891 the Blessed Virgin
Mary Protection parish was founded in the city of
Mecady. Its primary area was Gonay Brook, Y orktown,
Carbon County, Silver Brook, Pleasant Hill, Trescow,
and Mecady. The firg church building was, as in
previous parishes, wooden, brick one was built in 1907.
In 1910 a parish home was constracted. At the time of
foundation there were 1,000 parishioners. In 1896 a
church choir was created. The fird priest was
K. Andrukhovych (1892—-1894) [17, p. 65-66].

In 1892, the parish was organized in Leisenring with
the hdp of priex Olexandr Dzyubay, who came here from
Wilkes-Bare. Thanks to the active work of the parish
committee of tweve people funds were raised for the
congtrudtion of the church. In this process they received help
from “H.C. Frick Coke Co. in Scottdale€’, which donated 12
ages of land and $ 25 monthly ad. Condruction was
compleged the same year, before that the Liturgies were
carried out a thehouse of parishioner. Greek Catholics came
to the nemly built S. Stephan church from the surrounding
territories, overcoming several kilometers concerning thelack
of public trangoort. Severd years laer, new parishes were
organized and new churches were built in these teritories —
Charleroi, Monessen, Uniontown, Perryopolis, New Salem,
Brownsville Scotland and Troger (Latrobe) [9].

In 1893, parishes were established in Mount
Carmel and in Punxsutawney [17, p. 30]. The latter town
was the center of nearby mining communities. The
parish united communities from Walston and Adrian.
There was a large number of emigrants from the
territories of Austria-Hungary. They were united together
by the priest Ivan Sabo with aim of Greek-Catholic
parish establishing. Two local entrepreneurs -
S. Kdtonik and Robinson from “Rochester and
Pittsburgh Coal Company” had helped them. The latter
helped community to rent a hall where the Liturgies were
performed for almost a year. A major obstacle was a
great strike of the coal industry workers in 1894. On

May 12, 1895, a cornerstone was dedicated, and on July
4th — a wooden church was consecrated by Eugen
Volkay, priest from Brooklyn. The parish was constantly
growing, and in 1904 there was need for a larger church
congtruction. The church was projected according to the
model of the famous Hungarian shrine of the Virgin
Mary in the city of Maryapoc (Mariapocs). The
construction contract was signed $ 1,500 in total. On
August 4, 1905, the church was solemnly dedicated by
Apostalic Visitator Andriy Godobay [11].

In 1894, the parishes in Glen Lyon, Troger (now
Latrobe) [24] and others were founded. According to
dtatistical data during this period in the United States
there were 26 priests from Transcarpathia and 6 from
Galicia with 100 thousand parishioners [6, p. 24]. Over
the next two years, parishes were established in Alden
Station, (the church was purchased as early as in 1918),
Elmira Heights (New York), Johnstown, Minersville,
Braddock [17, p. 30, 39, 69] etc.

At the period from 1897 to 1907, parishes were
founded in Mangol (Pennsylvania), Marblehead (Ohio),
Troy (New York), Ansonia (Connecticut), Denver,
Nanticoke (Pennsylvania), Plymouth, Barnesboro,
Pennsylvania (now Northern Cumbria), Providence City
(Ohio), Charleroi, Jonkers (New York), Northampton
(visited by Ukrainians living in Bethel), Pittsburgh-South
Side, Windber (Pennsylvania), Youngstown (Ohio),
Carnegie, Wilmington, Elizabeth, Simpson, Fairfield,
Ford City, Chicago [29, p. 38], Saint Clair, Reading,
Wilton, Newark, Detroit, Berwick, St. Louis, Saukville,
Jefferson, South Fork [24; 17, p. 30-190; 19, p. 1; 22,
p. 1], (Nanticoke — new parish), Perth Amboy (New
Jersey). In the letter of priest Constantyn Kurylo (dated
October 6, 1907) the information about Perth Amboy
parish survived: “[...] has already been bought a church,
Ruthenian families are 300, a large city, factory, over the
seq, the air is pretty good. People here are not corrupted
by anyone, and the work [...] is good and | remain here
for a few months, but | do not organize the whole parish,
but | want to open an exemplary school” [30, p. 4].

During the initial period of Greek Catholic
Church formation in the United States, there was a
positive rapid dynamics of new parishes creation. At the
end of 1898 in the United States there were 51 churches.
As of 1905, according to the satistics of the
Congregation for the Propagation of Faith, based on the
report of the Apostolic Delegate D. Falconio, there were
dready 84 parishes with 81 priests (49 married,
9 widows, 15 cdibates and 8 monks) [21, p. 141].

On March 26th, 1907 thanks to the efforts the
Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky [15, p. 87] Pope Pius X
appointed the Baslian monk, Stephan Ortynsky
(monastic name — Soter), a bishop for Greek Cathalicsin
the United Statess On May 12 an ordination of
S. Ortynsky took place at St. George Cathedral in Lviv.
After that the newly appointed bishop visited Pope Pius
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X. Also S. Ortynsky arrived to Vienna and Budapest with
am to meet with representatives of the Austrian
government. He also visited the Transcarpathian bishops
in Uzhhorod and Pryashiv. These were important visits,
since the Transcarpathian settlers made up a significant
part of Ukrainian emigration in the United States [3].

In August, 1907 Ukrainian emigrants began an
active preparation for a meeting with the bishop. Each
issue of Ukrainian magazine “Svoboda” published in the
USA informed about new details of the organization of
celebrations. The bishop arrived to the United States on
August 27. He was met by Galician and Transcarpathian
priests in the port of Hoboken. The prayer and greetings
of the bishop occurred in St. George church in New
York. In the evening a gala dinner took place at the
Nederland Hotel [18, p. 33-34]. Since the arrival of
S. Ortinsky a new stage of the Greek Catholic Church
development in United States began [8, p. 154].

During the period of S. Ortinsky' s bishopric there was
also an active dynamics of new parishes cregtion. A feature of
this stage is the participation of bishop in the consecration of
churches and adtive visitation of parishes [27, p. 26]. In 1908,
Greek Catholic parishes gppeared in Cheter, Maysville
Scranton, Madison, and others In 1909, the parishes were
founded in Seyr, Hazleton, Wilkes-Barre, Clevdand [17,
48-191]. Currently, there are about 140 churches in the United
Sates (modt in the eedern dates Pennsylvania — 80, New
Yok — 14, Ohio — 12, New Jarsey — 10) and gpproximady
112118 priets (62 from Transcarpathia, 64 in marriage
23 widows, 25 cdibetes) [13, p. 116]. In 1910, the firs
cathedrd in Philaddphia wes consecrated, parishes were
edadished in Edwardsiille Middleport, Passaic, Chicago,
Johngown, New Y ark (the future . George Church). During
the period 19111914, the parishes were arested a Clifton
Heights, Marion Heights Arndd, Minnegpdis, Bethlehem
(the community was going to worship at the basement chapd
of the Irish Roman Cathdic Church), Hamtramck, Batimore,
Curtis Bay; Philaddphia (Frankford) [17, p. 37-195], &c. As
of 1913, there were about 150 priests 152 parishes and about
500,000 fathful [6, p. 35; 5, p. 129; 12, p. 104].

Results. Thus, the formation of the organizationa
structure of Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church in United
States took place during the years 1884-1914.
Characterigticdly, the new parish centers appeared quite
quickly, bringing together more and more emigrants
everywhere. This tendency set the urgent need for the
appointment of a separate bishop for the Greek Cathalics.
After S. Ortynsky nomination in 1907 a new stage of
church devel opment began. During his bishopric period,
solutions of man problems of organizationa
development of Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church in the
United Statestook place.
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