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The object of study is the historic building complex on the street. M. Copernicus – M. Kolessa in Lviv. The
study aims to reveal the stages of urban development, identification of valuable objects, and the formation of
recommendations for the preservation and hereditary architectural transformations of the complex. The research
methodology is based on the analysis of cartographic materials and historical sources in combination with field
investigation. The results of the study indicate that the complex developed in three stages. The oldest buildings
were erected in the late 18th century. Completed construction of the site - in the early 20th century. Detailed
inspection of the oldest building – the corner building, Copernicus – Kolessa streets, discovered vaults in
basements and walls of the first floor from the 18th century. The building was rebuilt in the middle of the 19th
century when it housed a Christian charity. Other old buildings of the complex (in particular, the Moszynski
palace from the middle of the 18th century) were dismantled at the end of the 19th century. The history of the site
is associated with the name of August Moszynski (who is known as an 18th-century politician and architect). The
building of the complex has been preserved in good condition.

The results of cartographic analysis and field studies allowed the reconstruction of the stages of
development of the site and buildings:

Stage 1. The territory of complex, which was located near the monastery of St. Lazarus (arises here at the
beginning of the seventeenth century), began to be developed in the middle of the 18th century. There are several
noble courts here. It is noted that in 1770, the corner of the quarter belongs to the crown of Augustus Frederick
Moszynski. Noble has a palace with a regular garden here. The palace building was located in the middle of the
site on a high platform. The palace existed until the beginning of the twentieth century. Its architecture can be
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judged only by the configuration of the map layout and a small fragment of the house, which fell into the frame
of the photographer in the late 19th century. It was an object of Baroque architecture.

Stage 2. The development of the site is associated with a change in its function, which occurred around
the 1820s. By order of the Austrian authorities, the complex of houses, including the palace, was given to the city
power for the establishment here of an institution for the poor burghers of the Christian denomination. The
institution exists here before the Second World War.

Stage 3. The third stage of development of the site takes place between 1910 and 1916 when the
palace building was demolished and three more buildings were erected on the side of Copernicus street.
This created the front of a five-story building of five houses, a respectable facade for Copernicus Street.

The corner building of the complex was the focus of a special study. We have discovered the authentic
substance of the building from the 18th century. A spot was found on the facade, where in the past there was a
sculptural figure of St. Honorata. According to our hypothesis, the famous sculptor Piter Oitele (1815–1881) was
the author of this sculpture. Survey results indicate that the property is a valuable building and can be entered in
the register of landmarks. Certain elements of the object (basements, vaults, joinery, sculpture on the facade)
must be rebuilt and restored.

Key words: historic buildings, architectural studies, urban development of the site, Lviv, 18–19th
centuries.


