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The article describes the essence of the concept of “internally displaced person”.
Theoretical and legal approaches to the content of the concept of “internally displaced persons”
have been studied. It was established that forced migration plays an important role in the
modern world migration process of the population of Ukraine. It is argued that for the first time
the term “internally displaced person” was used in jurisprudence in the last decade of the 20th
century, when the need for an international response to the rather important problem of
protecting the rights of displaced persons definitely arose. Statistical data on the number of
internally displaced persons in Ukraine are indicated. It is noted that precisely as a result of
military aggression by the Russian Federation on the territory of Ukraine, the problem of forced
migration and its solution is one of the main ones for the state and society. It is proven that an
internally displaced person is a citizen of Ukraine, a foreigner or a stateless person who is in the
territory of Ukraine on legal grounds and has the right to permanent residence in Ukraine, who
was forced to leave or leave his place of residence as a result or in order to avoid negative
consequences. It is indicated that internally displaced persons are under the legal protection of
their country in accordance with international human rights legislation.

The article indicates the main reasons for forced migration of the population, which
encourage citizens to move within the borders of their country. These include, first of all,
military conflict, occupation or annexation of territory, cruel treatment, manifestations of
violence, genocide of the population, violation of human rights and freedoms, as well as
environmental, social, economic, man-made and other causes. It was emphasized that internally
displaced persons need to adjust to a new place of residence, which should become safer for
them.

It has been studied that the protection of internally displaced persons implies an
important obligation for the state to create legal, social and economic conditions for the
realization of their rights and freedoms, under which it is possible to protect the rights of
individuals, as well as the activities of state organizations for the protection of human rights.
The article offers the author’s definition of the essence of the concept of “internally displaced
person” in Ukraine.
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Formulation of the problem. In today’s conditions, the problem of forced migration of internally
displaced persons (hereinafter referred to as IDPs) due to the military aggression of the Russian Federation
on the territory of Ukraine is relevant. It is precisely because of the increase in forced internal displacement
that such a category of citizens as internally displaced persons (hereinafter referred to as IDPs) has become
the most vulnerable in social terms. This is caused by the fact that forced migrants have lost their jobs,
residences, and medical care and need, above all, places to live, financial support, employment, and other
social security measures from the state.

It is worth noting that one of the main reasons for the forced migration of internally displaced persons
is objective circumstances caused primarily by military actions in our country. Important for forced migrants
is the protection of their rights and interests, as well as the provision of social assistance and the creation of
appropriate conditions for living in Ukraine. It is emphasized that it is necessary to find out the meaning and
essence of the concept of “internally displaced person”.

Analysis of the study of the problem. Consideration of the essence of the concept of “internally
displaced person” became the subject of research by such scientists as: I. S. Basova, N. B. Bolotina,
V. G. Butkevich, O. V. Zadorozhnyi, N. S. Isayev, M. I. Malykhi, S. V. Mandzia, M. V. Menzhul,
R. I. Najafgulieva, L. R. Nalivaika, M. Nikolaychuk, A. F. Oreshkova, Yu. S. Panina, Yu. I. Rymarenko and
others.

The purpose of the article is to study the main features characterizing scientific approaches to the
essence of the concept of “internally displaced person”. It is worth noting that to achieve the goal during
our research, such methods as: general scientific and special were used. In addition to the methods of
scientific knowledge, empirical research methods were used, such as description, comparison.

Presenting main material. It is worth noting that it was the military aggression of the Russian
Federation against Ukraine that forced him to change his place of residence and move to other regions of our
country.

Therefore, IDPs had to plan adapt to another place of residence, it must become safer for their lives.
It should be noted that the term “internally displaced person’ was first used in jurisprudence in the last decade
of the 20th century, when the need for an international response to the important problem of protecting the
rights of displaced persons definitely arose. Then, at the behest of the UN General Assembly and the Human
Rights Commission in 1998, the Guiding Principles on Internally Displaced Persons were adopted, which
regulate the forced displacement of persons within the country and are guidelines for international and non-
governmental organizations [1].

Due to the military aggression of the Russian Federation against Ukraine, which began in 2014, the
annexation of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, the anti-terrorist operation in Donbas, more than
1 million people of Ukraine were forced to leave their homes to save their lives.

It should be noted that due to the problem of the full-scale invasion of the Russian Federation on the
territory of Ukraine, which began on February 24, 2022, the implementation of forced migration and its
overcoming is the main issue for the state. Approximately 10 million Ukrainian citizens were forced to leave
their native homes. This is 1/4 of the country’s population, about 6.5 million Ukrainians became internal
migrants and 3.2 million people left Ukraine, according to the results of the International Organization for
Migration (hereinafter — IOM) [2].

It is worth noting that a large number of people moved from the East and center of Ukraine to its West.
In the first days, long queues formed at the border checkpoints to the countries of the European Union with

27



Nataliia Blok

which Ukraine borders, primarily to Poland. Every day, up to 150,000 people crossed the state border. No
less traffic jams were formed at the exits from the affected large cities bombing already in the first days [3].

According to IOM estimates, the largest share of people moved to the western macro region — more
than 2.5 million people. Data published by state administrations in the western regions of Ukraine, however,
do not match these estimates. Such a difference can be explained by the fact that only a part of people
considers it necessary to notify local authorities of their arrival, most likely, registration takes place in cases
when the arrivals apply for help with settlement or for humanitarian aid [2].

It is worth noting, in 2021, about 1.46 million IDPs from the temporarily occupied territories of
Luhansk and Donetsk regions, the Autonomous Republic of Crimea and Sevastopol were registered. The
largest number of IDPs was in Donetsk (512,000) and Luhansk (282,000) regions, in Kyiv (163,000), and in
Kharkov (136,000) regions, according to the Ministry of Social Policy of Ukraine [3].

Residents of the eastern and central territories of Ukraine were forced to leave everything they had,
all their achievements due to danger, as well as threats to their lives and health. Therefore, for a more
meaningful understanding of such a category as “internally displaced persons”, it is worth analyzing the
elements that characterize their legal status and the reasons that became the basis for establishing the status
of an internally displaced person.

It is worth noting that an “internally displaced person” is not only a citizen of Ukraine, but also a
foreigner or a stateless person residing on the territory of Ukraine and has the right to residence. And also a
person who is forced to leave his native place of residence due to problems related to armed conflict or
temporary occupation, etc. [4].

In our opinion pointing out that in the legal literature there are such theoretical views regarding of the
concept of an internally displaced person.

In particular, according to M. Nikolaychuk, “internally displaced persons are a specific target group
for the implementation of migration policy, which is characterized by heterogeneous characteristics,
determined by special needs, personal characteristics and influences of the external environment” [5, p. 109].
However, M. V. Menzhul and Y. S. Panina “define the concept of “internally displaced persons” as persons
who permanently lived in a certain territory of the state (including citizens, stateless persons, as well as
foreigners) and were forced to leave their place of permanent and resettlement within the borders of this
same state in connection with a real threat to the life and health of their personal or family members, mass
violations of human rights, persecution as a result of military operations, mass manifestations of violence,
armed conflicts, man-made or natural emergencies” [6, p. 296].

It is worth agreeing with the opinion of I. S. Basova, that “an internally displaced person is a natural
person who, as a result of objective circumstances caused by military actions, occupation or annexation of
territory, natural or man-made emergencies, has changed his place of residence within state-recognized
borders and acquired the appropriate legal status in accordance with the legislation” [7].

As M. I. Malykha notes, “IDPs are citizens of the state who, due to military actions and their
consequences, left its own their permanent place of residence in order to secure their lives, while not crossing
the state border” [8].

V. I. Mykhaylovsky defines the concept of “internally displaced person” noting that “this is a person
who is a citizen of Ukraine, a stateless person or a foreigner who is in the territory of Ukraine on legal
grounds and is forced and/or forced to leave his home or his permanent place of residence, in particular, as
a result of or with the aim of avoiding the consequences of an armed conflict, constant manifestations of
violence, natural disasters, violations of human rights, occupation of the territory by a foreign state, violations
of the norms of international humanitarian law or other circumstances originating from previous situations,
which can radically change the social order” [9].

Thus, Yu. I. Rymarenko believed that “an internally displaced person is a person who is forcibly
displaced from his place of permanent residence within his country as a result of armed conflict, internal
disorder, systematic violation of human rights, as well as a result of natural disasters” [10, p. 95].
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L. R. Nalivayko and A. F. Oreshkova identify an internally displaced person first as a citizen of
Ukraine, as well as a citizen of another state or a stateless person who is legally present on the territory of
Ukraine and has the right to permanent residence, who was forced to leave permanent residence within the
internationally recognized borders of the state as a result of: fear of becoming a victim of persecution,
impossibility to fully enjoy the protection guaranteed by the legislation of Ukraine in the place of permanent
residence; the existence of a threat to one’s life or family members, safety or freedom; feeling the effects of
violence on yourself or your family members in situations armed conflicts or frequent violation of human
rights; foreign occupation; armed problems on a national basis that disturb public order in the place of his
permanent residence; emergency situations of a natural or man-made nature” [11, p. 38].

In his dissertation research on the topic: “Administrative and legal status of refugees and forced
migrants in the Republic of Azerbaijan”, R. I. Najafguliyev emphasizes the fact that “under the concept of
“internally displaced person”, we should understand a person who is a citizen of his country, but forced to
leave the place of permanent residence and move to another place as a result of military aggression, natural
or man-made disaster” [12]. The author refers to the main reasons that forced internally displaced persons to
migrate: military aggression, natural or man-made disasters. It is worth noting that we are talking only about
citizens of the Republic of Azerbaijan.

N. S. Isayev offers a fairly wide list of reasons that characterize the legal and administrative status of
IDPs, noting that “IDPs are persons who left their place of permanent residence within state borders due to
the influence or threat of influence of mass armed conflicts (clashes, pogroms) on the basis of ethnic, racial,
religious, gender, political or any other differences, hostilities, epidemics, natural or man-made disasters”
[13, p. 73].

According to S. V. Mandziy, “the concept of “internally displaced person” should be considered taking
into account the fact that this is a natural person who is in the territory of Ukraine on legally and has the right
to permanent residence in Ukraine and who, as a result of objective negative factors of a military-political,
natural or man-made nature, changed its place of residence within the administrative-territorial units of
Ukraine without crossing the internationally recognized state border and acquired the appropriate legal status
in accordance with the legislation of Ukraine” [14, p. 74].

Thus, the content and essence of the concept of “internally displaced person” indicates that these are
primarily people who were forced to leave their hometown, escaping from danger, but did not cross the
international border, but remained in the territory of their native country. It should be noted that IDPs are
under the legal protection of their government and therefore retain all rights and protections in accordance
with international human rights legislation. Therefore, the meaning of the concept of the “internally displaced
person” becomes important and requires legal and social protection of their rights and freedoms from the
state.

Conclusions. Summarizing, it should be noted that the meaning and essence of the concept of an
“internally displaced person” is not a permanent legal definition, but depends primarily on the circumstances
and conditions of its application, as well as the influence of factors and reasons that are negative sources in
the formation of a conflict situation (political, economic, social, ecological and military content) and its
impact on the forced displacement of citizens. Therefore, internally displaced persons move within the
borders of one state under the influence of various factors that create danger or make it impossible to live in
a certain territory.

Therefore, internally displaced persons are citizens of the country, foreigners, stateless persons who
permanently or temporarily live on the territory of Ukraine and are forced to voluntarily or forcibly carry out
internal displacement within the borders of their country for reasons of an objective nature that threaten their
life and health.
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PO CYTHICTb NOHATTSA “BHYTPIIIHbO NEPEMIIIEHA OCOBA”

Y crarTi 0XapaKTepU30BaHO CYTHICTh MOHATTS “BHYTPilIHbO mepeMimeHa ocoda”. JlociiakeHo
TeOPeTHKO-NMPABOBI MiIX0AW 100 3MicCTy MOHATTH “‘BHYTPIlIHHO mepeminmieHux ocio”. KoncraroBano,
10 BUMYLIIeHa Mirpaiisi Bilirpae Bam/auBy poJib y Cy4aCHOMY CBiTOBOMY MirpauiiiHomy npoueci Hace-
JICHHS1 YKpaiHu.

ApryMeHTOBAaHO NPO Te, 0 BIepIIe TEPMiH “BHYTPIIIHL0 NMepeMileHa 0co0a” B IOpUCHPYIeHIl
M0YAaB 32CTOCOBYBATHCH B OCTAHHE JeCATHITTS XX CTOJITTS, KOJIM BUHUK/IA HEOOXiIHiCTh MIZKHAPOIHOT
peakuii Ha JOCUTH BaXKJIUBY NMpPo0JieMy 3aXHCTy NmpaB nepemimieHux ocio. Bka3zano crarucruyni aami
1010 KiJIbKOCTi BHYTPIlIHLO NMepeMilieHnX ocid B Ykpaini. 3a3HaueHo, 1[0 caMe BHACTIIOK BilicbKOBOI
arpecii 3i croponu pociiicbkoi (enepauii Ha TepuTopilo Ykpainu npo6Jjiema BuMyLieHol mirpauii Ta ii
PO3B’SI3aHHS € OJHI€I0 3 TOJIOBHUX JJISl AeP:KABH Ta cycHijbcTBa. /loBeieHO, 1110 BHYTPIIHBO nepeMi-
LIEHOI0 0c00010 € rPOMA/IIHMH YKpaiHH, iHo3eMelb a00 ocoda 6e3 rpoMasiHCTBA, AKi nepedyBalOTh Ha
TepuTopii YKpaiHu Ha 3aKOHHMX MiICTaBaX Ta MalOTh NPAaBO HA NOCTiliHe NPOXXUBAHHA B YKpaiHi, AKy
3MYCWJIM 3AJIMIIUTH 200 NOKUHYTH CBOE Miclle MPOKMBAHHS YHACHIIOK a00 3 MeTO0 YHUKHEHHS Hera-
THBHHX HacaigkiB. BkazaHo nmpo Te, o BHYTPIlIHLO NepeMilieHi oco0u mepedyBalTh Mii NPAaBOBUM
3aXHCTOM CBO€I KPaiHH BilOBIAHO 10 MIZKHAPOJAHOI0 3aKOHOAABCTBA 3 MPAB JIIOJAMHH.

¥ crarTi 3a3Ha4eHO OCHOBHI NPUYUHN BUMYLIEHOI Mirpauii HaceJileHHsl, 10 CHOHYKAITh rpoMa-
JISIH /10 TepeMillleHHs B MesKaxX cBO€l Kpainu. /lo HuX BapTo BiiHecTH Hacammepe/ BiicbKOBUIl KOHTIKT,
OKynauisi Y4 aHeKcisi TepUTOPii, ’KOPCTOKe NMOBOMKEHHS, MPOSIBU HACWILCTBA, F€HOUM] HaceJleHHS,
NMOPYLIEHHS MPaB Ta CBOOO/ JIOJUHHU, 4 TAKOK €KOJIOri4YHi, coniajbHi, eKOHOMIYHI, TeXHOreHHi Ta iHuIi
npuynHu. HaroJomeHo, mo BHYTPIIIHBO NepeMillleHMM 0c00aM MNOTPiOHO NMPUWJIALITOBYBaTHCH A0
HOBOI'0 MicClIfl MPOKUBAHHSA, sIKe MA€ CTATH AJIs HUX 0e3medHiluMm.

JocaigkeHo, Mo 3aXuUCT BHYTPIIIHBO MepeMilleHNX 0cid mependadae BaxIMBHI 000B’A30K I
SIKMX MOKJIMBO 3aXHCTUTHU MpPaBa 0cCid, a TakokK TisJILHICTH Jep:KaBHUX opraHizamiii i3 3axucry nmpas
JIIOAMHH. Y CTATTi 3alIPONOHOBAHO ABTOPChKE BU3HAYEHHS CYTHOCTI MOHATTS “BHYTPIlIHBO NepeMilieHa
oco6a” B YkpaiHi.

KuiouoBi ciioBa: BuMynieHa mirpauisi, BilicbkoBa arpecisi, BHyTpillIHbO NepeMillieHa 0co0a, nepe-
ceJIeHHs JI0/ieil, mpaueBIalITYBaHHS, MPOKUBAHHS, colliajIbHe 3a0e3Me4YeHHs.
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