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The article attempts to study the problem of drug addiction in the context of combating
drug addiction among minors, as a negative social phenomenon in society. In particular, it is
studied that drug addiction, in particular, among minors, is a problem of many years ago,
since narcotic drugs were used by mankind for medical, religious, cultural and other purposes.
At the same time, with the development of society, with the expansion of the achievements of
science and, in particular, medicine, today the problem of drug addiction has arisen, in
particular, among minors. Therefore, drug addiction is not only a medical problem today.
Narcotics has become a complex social and negative phenomenon, which has extremely serious
consequences for society as a whole, since it covers various spheres of life: cultural, economic,
legal, family, psychological, etc. Therefore, there is an urgent need, on the one hand, to
establish strict, primarily state control, enshrined at the legislative level, over the circulation of
narcotic drugs and precursors and, on the other hand, to develop and implement a number of
preventive measures against drug addiction among citizens and, in particular, among minors.

It is noted that the international community recognized drug control as a global problem
more than a hundred years ago. In particular, this was noted at the first international
conference on this issue, which took place in 1909 in Shanghai. Since then, the international
system of control over the circulation of narcotic drugs and precursors has developed
gradually, in particular, starting in 1912, when the International Opium Convention was
adopted. In 1961, the Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs was adopted, in 1971 — the
Convention on Psychotropic Substances, in 1988 — the UN Convention against Illicit Traffic in
Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances.

It is confirmed that Ukraine, as a European state, has joined and ratified the above-
mentioned conventions. Moreover, during the period of independence, anti-narcotics
legislation was adopted, in particular, criminal liability for illegal handling of narcotic drugs
and precursors was introduced, and a comprehensive countermeasure against drug addiction,
in particular among minors, was launched. It is stated that drug addiction as a social
phenomenon, in particular, drug addiction among minors, is a huge threat to the development
of society and the stability of the state, therefore, combating this scourge is a priority task of
every state. Therefore, the prevention and control of drug addiction in our country requires
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radical changes: from strict regulation of the circulation of narcotic drugs and precursors at
the legislative level to a significant improvement in preventive law enforcement activities at all
levels. The ways to solve this problem lie in joining the efforts of state authorities, public
organizations and society as a whole. This will certainly give a positive result in the form of a
decrease in the level of drug addiction among minors as an important socially negative
phenomenon.

Keywords: drug addiction, narkotism, drug addiction of minors, narcotic drugs,
precursors, psychotropic substances, counteraction and prevention of drug addiction.

Formulation of the problem. Drug addiction, in particular, among minors, is a problem of many
years ago, since narcotic drugs were used by mankind for medical, religious, cultural and other purposes.
At the same time, with the development of society, with the expansion of the achievements of science and,
in particular, medicine, today the problem of drug addiction has arisen, in particular, among minors.
Therefore, drug addiction is not only a medical problem today. Narcotics has become a complex social and
negative phenomenon, which has extremely serious consequences for society as a whole, since it covers
various spheres of life: cultural, economic, legal, family, psychological, etc. Therefore, there is an urgent
need, on the one hand, to establish strict, primarily state control, enshrined at the legislative level, over the
circulation of narcotic drugs and precursors and, on the other hand, to develop and implement a number of
preventive measures against drug addiction among citizens and, in particular, among minors.

Analysis of the study of the problem. A whole series of scientific works of domestic scientists in
the field of criminology is devoted to the problem of studying the theoretical foundations and practical
activities of combating drug addiction. In particular, the work of such scientists as O. M. Dzhuzha,
A. P. Zakaliuk, O. V. Kozachenko, O. M. Kostenko, O. O. Kravchenko, N. A. Myroshnychenko,
A. A. Muzyka, O. V. Naden, E. V. Fesenko, M. S. Khruppa and many others is devoted to the prevention
of drug addiction.

The purpose of the article is to study the problem of combating the illegal trafficking of narcotic
drugs, precursors, psychotropic substances, as well as combating and preventing drug addiction, in
particular, among minors.

Presenting main material. As already noted, drug addiction, as a social phenomenon, arose quite a
long time ago. People began to use drugs for religious, medical or other purposes. However, the modern
form of drug addiction with all its social, economic and legal consequences, especially spread at the turn of
the 19th and 20th centuries with the development of industry, especially chemical, and the expansion of the
circulation of narcotic drugs and precursors. The recognition that drug addiction among citizens is harmful,
primarily for human society, was the result of centuries of human experience and mistakes. During this
period, humanity finally realized that the negative consequences of using narcotic drugs, precursors and
psychotropic substances begin to outweigh the potential benefits. Such an understanding of society and the
state occurred gradually, based on observations, medical research and revolutionary social changes. Thus,
in the 19th century, when substances such as morphine and heroin first appeared, doctors began to note that
people who used them became addicted to them, sometimes irreversibly, which ultimately negatively
affected both their health and, in most cases, led to death at a fairly young age [1; 8].

Over time, scientific research has shown that drugs destroy the body, cause diseases (in particular,
cardiovascular and mental disorders) and lead to premature death. With the increase in the number of
addicted people, it became obvious that drugs destroy families, increase the level of crime and reduce labor
productivity. Given the above research results, there was an urgent need for state control over the
circulation of drugs, primarily through strict regulation of the circulation of narcotic drugs and precursors
at the legislative level and a significant improvement in the preventive activities of law enforcement
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agencies at all levels. The first laws prohibiting opium cultivation and the growing of poppy, as well as
preventing drug smuggling, were enacted in India and China. In 1845, a law on narcotic substances was
adopted in France. In the United States of America, at the turn of the 19th and 20th centuries, some states,
particularly northern ones, passed resolutions against drug addiction.However, this problem was not
limited to a single state; it gained global proportions.

Similarly, in order to counteract the rapidly growing abuse of narcotic substances, the international
community has gradually developed a control system since the beginning of the 20th century aimed at
restricting citizens’ access to narcotic substances, as the world community has finally come to realize the
transnational nature of narcotics, as well as the fact that no sovereign country can effectively combat the
problem of narcotics and illicit trafficking in narcotics and precursors on its own. As a rule, illicit
trafficking in narcotics, precursors and psychotropic substances covers several states at once, sometimes on
different continents. Thus, in some states it is produced, in other — more developed - this raw material is
processed and purified, and then, as a rule, smuggled through third transit countries, and, finally, it is sold
in highly developed states, in which, as a rule, the production of narcotics and precursors is strictly
controlled. Therefore, the international community recognized the control of the circulation of narcotic
drugs and precursors as a global problem at the first international conference on this issue in Shanghai in
1909 [7, p. 236-242].

The international system of control of the circulation of narcotic drugs, precursors and psychotropic
substances continued to develop in 1912 with the adoption of the International so-called Opium Convention.

Later, this activity was continued in 1920 — under the auspices of the League of Nations, and starting
from 1946 — under the auspices of the United Nations. In particular, due to the rapid growth in the 1940s
and 1950s of the number of people, especially minors, abusing drugs, precursors, and the corresponding
increase in their illicit trafficking and smuggling, one of the key tasks of the newly established
Commission on Narcotic Drugs was to develop a single Convention on Narcotic Drugs.

It should be emphasized that an important step forward in combating drug addiction and illicit
trafficking in narcotic drugs and precursors substances was the adoption of the Single Convention on
Narcotic Drugs (1961), which stated that drug addiction is an extraordinary evil for individuals and poses a
social and economic threat to humanity [2]. The aforementioned document, adopted by the governments of
the world at a special international conference, entered into force in 1964. According to the Single
Convention (1961), the circulation of more than 116 narcotic substances is subject to control, including
opium, its derivatives, as well as all synthetic narcotic drugs. The Protocol to the Single Convention (1961)
was drawn up in 1972, introducing amendments to it, which entered into force on August 8, 1975. These
changes are expanding international efforts to prevent illicit drug trafficking and use, especially among
minors. Here, for the first time, drug addiction is recognized as a disease, and therefore the question of the
need to provide public services for treatment and rehabilitation for persons who abuse narcotic drugs,
precursors substances is raised. By virtue of the above-mentioned changes to the Single Convention
(1961), treatment and social reintegration are for the first time considered as an alternative or addition to
imprisonment for such persons. The need for joint international efforts to solve problems related to the
abuse of narcotic drugs, precursors is also emphasized [3; 7, p. 236-242]. Thus, it should be stated that for
the first time at the international regulatory level the need for global prevention and control of drug
addiction has been recognized.

It should be emphasized that until 1971, only narcotic substances and precursors were subject to
international regulatory control. It was then that the issue of combating the harmful effects of psychotropic
substances on human health and life was also raised at the international level [4, p. 152]. In particular, in
the specified year, under the auspices of the UN, the Convention on Psychotropic Substances (1971) was
adopted, which were listed in four lists as annexes to this Convention. At the same time, the states that
ratified the said Convention assumed the obligation to ensure restrictions on the circulation of the listed
psychotropic substances.
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It cannot be said that the work of the world community in this direction has stopped. The means of
counteraction at the international level were constantly improved, which resulted in the adoption by 106 states
of the world in 1988 of the UN Convention against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances [4]. The said Convention entered into force on November 11, 1990. The said Convention was
adopted in order to strengthen and supplement the measures to combat drug addiction, which were enshrined in
previous conventions. Particular attention was paid to improving the legal mechanisms of international
cooperation to combat international criminal activity related to illicit drug trafficking. The 1988 Convention
covers and attempted to regulate those aspects of the problem that were not previously sufficiently regulated by
previous Conventions. One of the key provisions of this document is the introduction of control over raw
materials for the production of narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances. In particular, in the said Convention,
in Tables | and Il, 22 substances, better known in the specialized literature as precursors, are listed. The
signatory states undertake to cooperate with each other in combating illicit trafficking in precursors. It should be
noted that the Convention (1988) also for the first time in international practice of combating drug trafficking
introduced the method of the so-called “controlled delivery”, the essence of which is the controlled movement
(import, transit, export) of suspicious or illegal cargoes of narcotic drugs, precursors, psychotropic substances to
the territory of one or more states with their consent and under the supervision of competent authorities. The
purpose of this method was precisely to detect and identify persons involved in the commission of transnational
offenses defined in this Convention. The first such example of a “controlled delivery” can be the transfer of a
sea container with narcotic raw materials from Afghanistan to Canada in 1988 by controlled transit through the
then USSR and a number of European countries in order to identify the recipient in the territory of Canada and
the USA[1; 7, p. 236-242]. Thus, for all states that ratified the analyzed Conventions, the obligation to
criminalize acts of illicit trafficking in narcotic drugs, precursors and psychotropic substances was established.

It should be noted that the mutual activities of the signatory states of the Convention (1988) are
based on the establishment of intergovernmental relations in the fight against illicit trafficking in narcotic
drugs, psychotropic substances and precursors, however, such activities must comply with the norms of
public international law relating to the protection of human rights, in particular. The three International
Conventions analyzed by us form the legal basis for the national legislator to form a system of control over
the illicit trafficking of narcotic drugs, precursors and psychotropic substances in the fight as a means of
combating drug addiction. This system is created and supported by the international community, ensuring
the coordination of interaction of most states in resolving these issues [4, p. 152; 5]. The norms of the
above conventions are aimed at protecting key universal values, in particular, life, health and social well-
being of a person. At the same time, each of the following conventions complements and expands the
previous one, which provides an opportunity for development and improvement in connection with new
challenges in the field of drug addiction.

Our state also recognizes as a priority task the fight against drug addiction, in particular among
minors, as well as the fight against illicit trafficking in narcotic drugs, psychotropic substances and
precursors. It was on the basis of the ratified three Conventions that anti-drug legislation was adopted in
Ukraine in accordance with international standards. The principles of criminalization and establishment of
responsibility for illicit trafficking in narcotic drugs, psychotropic substances and precursors have been
significantly revised. The state has identified entities involved in combating drug addiction, including

law enforcement agencies (National Police of Ukraine, Security Service of Ukraine, and State
Customs Service), state executive authorities (Ministry of Health, Ministry of Justice), international
organizations (Interpol, Europol, UN), as well as non-governmental organizations engaged in the
prevention of drug addiction and rehabilitation of dependent persons [7, p. 236-242].

At the state level, various educational programs are being implemented regarding information
campaigns in schools and higher education institutions to combat drug addiction among minors. State and
private centers for the treatment and social adaptation of drug addicts are operating.Resocialization
programs for those who have undergone treatment are constantly being improved.
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The state has introduced strict accounting of chemical substances that can be used for drug
production, and is also licensing enterprises engaged in the production and sale of precursors. Databases
are being created on criminals involved in the illicit trafficking of narcotic drugs, psychotropic substances
and precursors. Statistical work is being conducted in this area.International cooperation remains a
mandatory element in combating drug addiction. Information exchange is conducted, and Ukraine
participates in international programs for sharing data on drug trafficking, as well as joint training sessions:
training for Ukrainian law enforcement officers with the participation of experts from other countries.
During international cooperation, work is carried out with

neighboring countries to close transportation routes for drugs. The priority area of work in the
analyzed area remains cooperation with Ukraine’s international partners. During this period, SAP
representatives regularly met with the ambassadors of the G7 and EU countries to Ukraine, members of the
US Congress, as well as ministers of the EU countries in the Weimar Triangle format [7].

An important problem that complicates the fight against drug addiction is the establishment of
control over the non-industrial circulation of synthetic drugs, which are quite easily manufactured. To
effectively address this problem, further international efforts are needed, since synthetic drugs are
sometimes developed and produced much faster than legislative restrictions on their circulation can be
introduced. A significant problem today is online trade in drugs, precursors and psychotropic substances,
since 90 % of all circulation takes place via the Internet [6]. Preventive measures and addiction treatment
also remain important elements of the state strategy. Preventive measures in the analyzed area and
addiction treatment remain.

Conclusions. Thus, Ukraine, as a European state, has joined and ratified the analyzed international
conventions. Moreover, during the period of independence, anti-drug legislation was adopted, in particular,
criminal liability for illegal handling of narcotic drugs and precursors was introduced, and a comprehensive
fight against drug addiction was launched, in particular among minors. It should be noted that drug addiction as
a social phenomenon, in particular drug addiction among minors, poses a huge threat to the development of
society and the stability of the state, therefore, the fight against this scourge is a priority task of every state.
Therefore, the prevention and control of drug addiction in our country require radical changes: from strict
regulation of the circulation of narcotic drugs and precursors at the legislative level to a significant improvement
in the preventive activities of law enforcement agencies at all levels. The ways to solve this problem lie in
combining the efforts of state bodies, public organizations and society as a whole. This will certainly yield a
positive result in the form of a reduction in the level of drug addiction among minors as an important socially
negative phenomenon. Despite significant successes, the fight against drugs remains a complex task that
requires constant improvement of approaches and international cooperation.
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HAPKOTH3M HENIOBHOJIITHIX: IUTAHHA MPOTHUIIT TA
HPOPLIAKTUKU B ICTOPUYHINA PETPOCIIEKTHUBI

Y crarri 3po6JiieHo cnpo0y aoc/aigKeHHs] MPoOJeMH HAPKOMAHII y KOHTeKCTi mpoTuaii Hap-

KOTH3MY, 30KpeMa HApKOTU3MY cepell HEMOBHOJITHIX, SIK HETraTHBHOIO COI[AJLHOIO SIBUIA B
cycnijiberBi. JlocaiaikeHo, 110 HAPKOMAaHisA, 30KpeMa, cepe/l HEMOBHOJIITHIX € Mpo0JjeMo10 0araTopiuHoi
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JABHUHH, OCKIILKM HAPKOTUYHi 3ac00M BHMKOPHMCTOBYBAJIHCH JIOACTBOM 3 MEAUYHOIO, peJiriiiHoro,
KYJAbTYPHOIO Ta iHIIOI0 MeTol0. BogHo4Yac 3 pO3BUTKOM CYyCHiJIbCTBA, 3 PO3MIMPEHHSAM HaA0aHb HAYKH
Ta, 30KpeMa, MeIUUMHHM, CHOTOJHI MOcTAajJa MNMpod/jeMa HAPKOTHYHOI 3aJIeKHOCTI, 30KpeMa, cepej
HENMOBHOJITHIX 0¢i0. ToMy HApKOTH3M HA CHOTO/AHI € He JIMIIe MeAMYHOI0 MpodaeMoro. HapkoTusm cras
CKJIAJHMM COLIATbHO HEraTUBHUM SIBHILEM, siKe NMOPOIKY€ BKpal TSKKI HACHiIKM JJIfA cycHibCcTBA
3arajioM, OCKUIBKH OXOILIIO€ Pi3Hi cdepH KUTTHA. KyJbTYPHi, eKOHOMi4Hi, mpaBoBi, cimeiini, ncu-
x0J10TiuHi Tomo. Tomy HaraiabHOI0 € MoTpeda, 3 0AHOI0 0OKY, BCTAHOBJIEHHSI KOPCTKOI0, HacaMIiepes,
JepPKABHOT0 KOHTPOJIIO, 3aKPiNJIeHOT0 HAa 3aKOHOAABYOMY piBHi, Ha/J 00iroM HAPpKOTHYHHUX 3aco0iB,
NCUXOTPONHUX PEeYOBHMH Ta NpeKypcopiB i, 3 Apyroro 6oky, po3po0JeHHs i NMpoOBeJeHHS HHU3KH
npodiTaKTUYHUX 3aX0iB IPOTU HAPKOTU3MY cepeJ IPOMAJsSiH, 30KpeMa, cepe] HeMOBHOIITHIX.

KoncraToBaHo, 10 Mi’KHApOJHA CHiTbHOTA BiKe MOHAJ CTO POKIiB TOMY BH3HAJa KOHTPOJbL HAJ
HAPKOTHKAMM 3arajbHOCBITOBOI0 MPod/eMoI0. 30kpeMa, e 0yJ10 BiI3HaueHO Ha nmepuiii MixHapoanii
KoH(pepeHnii 3 nboro muranns, ska Bindyaacsa 1909 poky B Illanxai. Binroai mixkHapomna cucrema
KOHTPOJII0 32 00iroM HAPKOTHYHMX 3ac00iB Ta MpeKypcopiB nocTynajbHo po3BusBajiacs. [lounnaoum 3
1912 poky, koam Oyna mpmiinara MikHapoaHa omiymMHa konHBeHUiss. B 1961 poui Oyjaa mpuiinsTa
€1nHa KOHBeHUis] Mpo HApKOTHYHI 3acodu, B 1971 poui — KoHBeHLisi Mpo MCHXOTPONHI peYOBHHU, B
1988 poui — Konsenuis OOH npo 60poTh0y MpoTH He3aKOHHOT0 00iry HAPKOTHYHHMX 3ac00iB i mcu-
XOTPONHMX PEYOBHH.

IinTBepaxeHo, MO YKpaiHa sk €Bponeilichbka Jep:kaBa NpHeaHaJach i paTtudikyBaja Bullle-
3a3HaveHi koHBeHuii. ba Oinbue, 3a 4yacu He3ajexkHocrti O0yja copmoBaHa cucTeMa AHTHHAPKO-
THYHOI0 3aKOHO/IABCTBA, 30KpeMa, peopMOBaHA KPUMiHAJILHA BiANOBIAAJBHICTH 32 HE3aKOHHMIA 00ir
HAPKOTHYHHUX 3aC00iB, MCUXOTPONHUX PEYOBHH i MpeKypcopiB, po3MoYaTo OpraHizamniio KOMMIeKCHOI
NPOTHAII HAPKOTU3MY, 30KpeMa, cepel HemoBHOJITHiX. KoHcTaToBaHO, 110 HAPKOMAaHisA fIK coUiaJibHe
sIBHIEe, 30KPeMa, HAPKOTH3M cepel HEMOBHOJITHIX, € BeJMYe3HOI0 3arpo30l0 /s PO3BUTKY
CycnijIbcTBA Ta CTAGLIBHOCTI Jep:KaBH, TOMY NPOTHIi LBOMY JHXY € NepLIOYeproBMM 3aBAAHHAM
nep:xkau. Ilonepemxennss ta npodinakTuka HapkoMmaHii y Hamiil AepxaBi morpedye KapauHAJIb-
HHMX 3MiH! NMOYHMHAIYH Bi/l ’KOPCTKOI0 BPery/Il0BaHHS 00ir'y HAPKOTUYHHUX 32c00iB Ta NPeKypcopiB Ha
3aKOHOJaBYOMY PiBHi 10 iCTOTHOr0 BAOCKOHAJIEHHS NMPOQIJIAKTHYHOI NPABOOXOPOHHOI IislJILHOCTI Ha
Beix piBHsax. llasixu po3B’si3aHHsl wi€i npodjemMu NpoJAraTb depe3 00 €IHAHHS 3yCHJb MiKHA-
POAHOIrO CHIBTOBAPUCTBA, OPraHiB /[ep:KaBHOI BJaaHM, IPOMAJCBKHX OpraHizauiii Ta cycmijibcTrBa
3aranoM. Ile HeoAMiHHO JacTh MO3UTHBHUI pe3yJbTAT Yy BUIJISAAI 3HUKEHHSI PiBHSI HAPKOTU3MY cepejl
HEMOBHOJITHIX IK NMP00JIEMHOIr0 CyCHiJIbHO HEraTHBHOTO SIBHINA.

KuouoBi cioBa: HapkoMmaHisi, HAPKOTHU3M, HAPKOTM3M HENOBHOJITHIX, HAPKOTU4YHI 3aco0u,
NPEeKyPCOpPH, ICUXOTPOINHI pe4OBUHH, NPOTHIA Ta NPOPIIAKTHKA HAPKOTU3MY.
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