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Drug addiction is examined as a negative social phenomenon and the problems of
counteracting drug addiction. It has been determined that people have been using drugs since
ancient times; however, they were used for medical, religious, cultural, and recreational
purposes. This phenomenon has changed with the development of society, science, and medicine,
and today it has become a significant issue of drug dependency. Today, drug addiction is not
only a medical problem but also a complex social phenomenon that has profound consequences
for society and encompasses various areas of life: cultural, economic, legal, familial, and
psychological. Considering all these factors, there arose a necessity for control over the spread
of drugs, and primarily, this involved the adoption of laws that would restrict their use. At the
beginning of the 20th century, the international community recognized drug control as a global
problem. This was highlighted at the first international conference on this issue, which took
place in 1909 in Shanghai. The international control system developed gradually, starting in
1912 with the adoption of the International Opium Convention. In 1961, the Single Convention
on Narcotic Drugs was adopted, followed by the Convention on Psychotropic Substances in 1971,
and in 1988, the UN Convention Against lllicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances was adopted. It has been noted that considering the danger of the spread of narcotic
drugs, psychotropic substances, and their negative health consequences, Ukraine ratified the
aforementioned conventions and adopted anti-drug legislation in 1995, which also introduced
criminal liability for illegal handling of narcotic drugs and precursors. Additionally, Ukraine
initiated the organization of comprehensive counteraction to drug addiction and drug
trafficking. Measures aimed at counteracting drug addiction have been reviewed. It is concluded
that drug addiction, as a social phenomenon, poses a serious threat to the stability and
development of society, and therefore counteracting this evil is a primary task for every state.
Counteraction to drug addiction and drug trafficking in Ukraine includes a wide range of
measures—from legislative regulation to the implementation and improvement of law
enforcement activities and prevention, thus requiring attention at all levels—from individual to
state. The resolution of this issue is only possible through the unification of efforts by the
authorities, public organizations, and society. Despite significant successes, the fight against
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drugs remains a complex task that requires constant refinement of approaches and international
cooperation.

Keywords: drug addiction, narcotic drugs, psychotropic substances, counteraction, drug
control.

Formulation of the problem. People have been using drugs since ancient times, and this phenomenon
has a centuries-old history that dates back several millennia before our era. In ancient times, drugs were
generally used for medical, religious, cultural, and recreational purposes, but this phenomenon has changed
with the development of society, science, and medicine, and today it has become a significant issue of drug
dependency. Today, drug addiction is not only a medical problem but also a complex social phenomenon
that has profound consequences for society; it knows no borders and is a global issue. It encompasses various
aspects: cultural, economic, legal, familial, and psychological. Therefore, one of the most important tasks
for every state is to strengthen control over the spread of drugs, and research into the problems of
counteracting drug addiction is timely and relevant.

Analysis of the study of the problem. The scientific and theoretical foundation of this research is
based on the works of scholars such as O. M. Dzhuzha, A. P. Zakalyuk, O. V. Kozachenko, O. M. Kostenko,
0. O. Kravchenko, N. A. Myroshnychenko, A. A. Muzyka, O. V. Naden, E. V. Fesenko, M. S. Khruppa, and
others.

The purpose of the article is to explore the problems of counteracting drug addiction.

Presenting main material. Drug addiction, as a social phenomenon, emerged in ancient times when
people began to use drugs for religious, medical, or recreational purposes. However, its modern form, with
all its social, economic, and legal consequences, gained prominence in the 19th and 20th centuries with the
development of the chemical industry and the globalization of drug trafficking. The recognition that drugs
are harmful resulted from centuries of human experience, during which the negative consequences of their
use began to outweigh the potential benefits. This realization occurred gradually, across different eras, based
on observations, medical research, and social changes. In the 19th century, when substances such as
morphine and heroin emerged, doctors began to notice that patients were becoming dependent on these
substances. Scientific research has shown that drugs destroy the body, cause diseases (including
cardiovascular and mental conditions), and lead to premature death. As the number of dependent individuals
increased, it became evident that drugs were destroying families, increasing crime rates, and reducing
productivity. Considering all these factors, the necessity for control over the spread of drugs arose, primarily
involving the adoption of laws that would restrict drug use.

The first laws prohibiting opium cultivation and the growing of poppy, as well as preventing drug
smuggling, were enacted in India and China. In 1845, a law on narcotic substances was adopted in France.
At the end of the 19th and the beginning of the 20th centuries, some states in the USA enacted resolutions
against drug addiction. However, this problem was not limited to a single state; it gained global proportions.
To counteract the growing abuse of narcotic substances, the international community gradually developed a
control system aimed at limiting access to addictive drugs from the early 20th century. This was due to the
rapid realization that no country could effectively combat the problem of drug abuse and illegal trafficking
on its own. Typically, organizations involved in drug trafficking operate in several countries simultaneously.
In one country, raw materials are grown, in another they are processed and refined, then smuggled through
third countries, and finally sold in fourth countries. Therefore, the international community recognized drug
control as a global problem. This was noted at the first international conference on this issue, which took
place in 1909 in Shanghai. The international control system developed gradually, starting in 1912 with the
adoption of the International Opium Convention. Subsequently, this work continued from 1920 under the
auspices of the League of Nations, and from 1946 under the auspices of the United Nations. In response to
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the increasing number of people abusing drugs, as well as the rise in illegal trade and smuggling, one of the
key tasks of the newly established Commission on Narcotic Drugs was to develop a unified convention on
drugs.

An important step in the fight against drug abuse was the adoption of the Single Convention on
Narcotic Drugs in 1961, which recognized that drug addiction is a serious evil for individuals and poses a
social and economic threat to humanity [1]. This document was adopted by governments at a special
international conference and came into force in 1964. Today, under this agreement, control is exercised over
more than 116 narcotic substances, including opium, its derivatives, and synthetic drugs. The Single
Convention of 1961 was supplemented by the 1972 Protocol, which amended the convention and came into
force on August 8, 1975. The Protocol emphasized the importance of strengthening efforts to prevent the
illegal production, trafficking, and use of drugs. It also highlights the necessity of providing treatment and
rehabilitation services for individuals who abuse drugs. It is emphasized that treatment and social
reintegration should be considered as alternatives or complements to imprisonment for such individuals. The
Protocol paid special attention to the role of the Committee on Narcotic Drugs, placing on it the responsibility
to ensure a balance between the demand and supply of narcotic drugs for medical and scientific purposes, as
well as to take measures to prevent illegal cultivation, production, manufacture, trafficking, and use of drugs.
The Convention with the amendments also underscores the need for joint international efforts to address
issues related to drug abuse [2]. Thus, the Single Convention of 1961 with amendments is the first
international legal document that established a system of norms that laid the foundation for legal
counteraction to drug abuse at the global level.

Until 1971, only narcotic substances were under control; however, at the international level, issues
regarding the prevention of harmful health effects from the abuse of psychotropic substances were raised [3,
p. 152]. At the beginning of 1971, under the auspices of the UN, the Convention on Psychotropic Substances
was adopted. The substances that fall under the control of the 1971 Convention are listed in four separate
lists. These Lists are included in the annex to the 1971 Convention, and the Parties to the said Convention
have undertaken obligations to comply with the restrictions related to them.

However, after adopting the two aforementioned conventions, the global community continuously
worked towards counteracting the spread of drug addiction at the international level. In 1988, the UN
convened a Conference of Plenipotentiaries, attended by 106 states, which adopted the UN Convention
Against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances. This Convention came into force on
November 11, 1990 [4]. The main purpose of adopting this convention was the necessity to strengthen and
complement the measures provided by previous UN conventions. Special attention was focused on
improving the legal mechanisms of international cooperation to counteract international criminal activities
related to the illicit trafficking of drugs. The 1988 Convention covers various aspects of the problem that
were not previously addressed or were insufficiently regulated by earlier documents. One of the key
provisions of this document is the introduction of control over the substances used in the production of
narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances. The Convention is supplemented by Tables I and Il, which
include 22 substances known in specialized literature as precursors. Another important innovation is the
obligation of the Parties to eliminate or reduce the illegal demand for narcotic drugs and psychotropic
substances. To prevent the leakage of substances commonly used in the illegal production of drugs and
included in Tables | and Il of the Convention, the Parties are obliged to take necessary measures and
cooperate with each other in this direction. The Convention also introduced the method of “controlled
delivery” for the first time in international practice. This approach allows for the import, transit, or export of
suspicious or illegal shipments of narcotic drugs into the territory of one or more states with the consent and
under the supervision of competent authorities. The goal of this method is to identify individuals involved
in the offenses defined in this Convention. Once states become Parties to international treaties on drug
control, they are obliged to fulfill their duties, which include the obligation to adopt appropriate legislation
that fully implements the provisions of these agreements. Thus, it is mandatory for all Parties to the drug
conventions to establish criminal responsibility and penalties for the illicit trafficking of narcotic drugs, and
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if such responsibility is not provided, corresponding amendments must be made to national legislation. The
conventions establish a common minimum standard of activity; however, Parties are allowed to implement
stricter measures compared to those provided in the treaties. At the same time, such initiatives must comply
with the norms of international public law, particularly those concerning the protection of human rights.
Much attention in the 1988 Convention is devoted to establishing intergovernmental connections in
countering the illicit trafficking of narcotic drugs, psychotropic substances, and precursors.

It is worth noting that the three existing International Conventions form the legal basis of the system
for controlling narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances in the fight against their abuse and illegal
trafficking. This system was created and is supported by the international community, ensuring the
coordination of interactions among most states in addressing these issues [3, p. 152]. The norms discussed
in the conventions are aimed at protecting key universal values, such as the health and social well-being of
the population. They are characterized by a high level of legislative technique, which ensures clear and
precise formulation of terms, concepts, and provisions. All conventions are united by a common idea, with
each subsequent one complementing and expanding upon the previous one. These documents are continually
evolving, adapting, and improving in response to new challenges and needs.

Considering the danger posed by the spread of drug addiction, Ukraine, after declaring independence,
included drug control among its top national priorities. This is why the 1988 international Convention was
ratified by a resolution of the Verkhovna Rada of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic and came into
effect on November 27, 1991, on the territory of independent Ukraine. In 1995, national anti-drug legislation
was adopted, adapted to international requirements. In connection with the adoption of this legislation,
significant changes occurred in Ukraine regarding responsibility for the illegal handling of narcotic drugs
and psychotropic substances. Law No. 64-95 amended the Criminal Code of the Ukrainian SSR of 1960 by
adding Article 70-1, which provided for responsibility for the smuggling of narcotic drugs, psychotropic
substances, and precursors.

After the adoption of anti-drug legislation and the criminalization of drug smuggling, Ukraine began
organizing a comprehensive response to drug addiction and drug trafficking. Subsequently, Ukraine ratified
other UN conventions (from 1961 and 1971) that obligate the state to exercise control over drugs and combat
their illegal trafficking. The state identified entities involved in combating drug addiction, which included
law enforcement agencies (the National Police of Ukraine, then the militia, the Security Service of Ukraine,
and the State Customs Service), government authorities (the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of Justice),
international organizations (Interpol, Europol, the UN), as well as non-governmental organizations engaged
in drug addiction prevention and rehabilitation of dependent individuals.

Prevention and rehabilitation play a significant role in this fight. Various educational programs have
been adopted and are being implemented regarding information campaigns in schools, universities, and
community organizations to prevent drug addiction among youth. There have been and continue to be
explanations about the legal liability for the storage, production, and distribution of drugs. The state has
opened public and private centers for the treatment and social adaptation of individuals with drug addiction.
Programs for the resocialization of those who have undergone treatment are continuously being developed.
The state has also established control over precursors: a strict accounting of chemical substances that can be
used for the production of drugs has been implemented, and licensing of enterprises engaged in the
production and sale of precursors is conducted. Continuous analysis and accumulation of statistical data are
carried out. Databases on criminals involved in drug trafficking are created, and the spread of new drugs and
synthetic substances is monitored.

International cooperation remains a mandatory element in combating drug addiction. Information
exchange is conducted, and Ukraine participates in international programs for sharing data on drug
trafficking, as well as joint training sessions: training for Ukrainian law enforcement officers with the
participation of experts from other countries. During international cooperation, work is carried out with
neighboring countries to close transportation routes for drugs.
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However, there are still some problematic issues that require further resolution, namely that law
enforcement agencies often encounter corruption. Corruption threatens the existence of Ukraine, so the fight
against it is an undeniable priority. In Ukraine, on October 14, 2014, the Law of Ukraine on the National
Anti-Corruption Bureau of Ukraine (hereinafter NABU) was adopted, and its task is to combat corruption
and other criminal offenses committed by high-ranking officials authorized to perform state or local
government functions, which pose a threat to national security, as well as to take other legally prescribed
measures to combat corruption [5]. As noted by the Director of NABU, S. Kryvonos, the main outcome of
the first half of 2024 is that “NABU is becoming increasingly effective. The prioritization of criminal
proceedings initiated last year and the focus on corruption crimes being committed right now are already
yielding tangible results. New approaches allow us to expose and refer to court criminal proceedings with
indictments against those who were previously considered untouchable” [6].

The Verkhovna Rada has also adopted a law to strengthen the independence of the Specialized Anti-
Corruption Prosecutor’s Office (hereinafter SAP), and since March 21, 2024, SAP has functioned as a legal
entity separate from the Office of the Prosecutor General. The head of SAP, O. Klymenko, emphasized that
thanks to the coordinated work of SAP and NABU, in the first half of 2024, suspicions were reported against
166 individuals (including a minister, members of parliament, the former head of the State Migration Service
of Ukraine, judges, heads of state institutions, and other officials); 64 criminal proceedings with indictments
regarding 131 individuals were sent to court, whereas during the years 2020-2022, such a number of cases
was sent in a year. Additionally, during this period, four lawsuits concerning unjustified assets were filed,
and three more from previous years were satisfied. A priority direction of work remains cooperation with
Ukraine’s international partners. During this period, representatives of SAP held regular meetings with
ambassadors from G7 countries and the EU in Ukraine, members of the U. S. Congress, as well as ministers
from EU countries in the Weimar Triangle format [6].

The next problem complicating the fight against drug trafficking is the control of synthetic drugs,
which are easily manufactured. To effectively address this issue, further integration of international efforts,
investment in monitoring technologies, and the development of more flexible legislation are needed, as
synthetic drugs are produced faster than legislative restrictions on their use can be enacted. Preventive
measures and treatment of addiction also remain important elements of the strategy.

A big problem today is online drug trafficking. Having studied the ways and methods of drug
distribution across Ukraine, the Criminal Analysis Department of the National Police of Ukraine’s Drug
Crime Department concluded that almost 90 % of all drug sales occur through the Internet (mostly through
Telegram channels). During the accumulation and systematization of the obtained information, an electronic
database called “DATALIST” was created, which allows analyzing which Telegram channels send the most
narcotic drugs, psychotropic substances, and precursors, whether payment details intersect between
Telegram channels: bank card number, cryptocurrency wallet, where money for drugs istransferred, whether
the sender’s phone number intersects between Telegram channels [7]. Thus, the state constantly conducts
and improves the fight against drug crime.

Conclusions. Drug addiction as a social phenomenon is a serious threat to the stability and
development of society, so combating this scourge is a priority for every state. Combating drug addiction
and drug trafficking in Ukraine includes a wide range of measures — from legislative regulation to the
implementation and improvement of law enforcement activities and prevention. Therefore, it requires
attention at all levels — from individual to state. Solving this problem is possible only through the joint efforts
of the government, public organizations, and society. Despite significant successes, the fight against drugs
remains a complex task that requires constant improvement of approaches and international cooperation.
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HAPKOMAHIA: ITIPOBJEMM POTH/IIT

Po3risiHyTo HapKoOMAaHIil0 SIK HeraTHMBHe coliajibHe siBMIIE i Mpo0JieMHu NPOTHAIl HAPKOMAHII.
3’sicoBaHO, 110 HAPKOTHMKH JIOAM B:KMBAIOTh 3 JaBHIX 4aciB, MpoTe BHKOPHUCTOBYBAJM B MEAWYHHX,
peJiiriiiHuX, KyJbTYPHHX Ta peKpealliiHuX HJIfX, ajie e sBuIle 3MiHIOBAJIOCS 3 PO3BUTKOM CyCHiJILCTBA,
HAYKH Ta MeJMUUHHU i CbOTOJHI Le CTAaJ0 e NPo6JeMoI0 i3 3aJjie:KHicTIO Bil HapkoTukiB. Chorogui
HAPKOMAaHis — 1ie He JIM1IIe MeAUYHA NPodJieMa, a if cKIagHe coniajbHe sIBUILE, IKe Ma€ ITN00KI HacTiaAKu
JJIS1 CYCIIIIBLCTBA i 0XOMTI0€ Pi3Hi cepH KUTTS: KYJIbTYPHi, eEKOHOMiYHi, MpaBoBIi, ciMeliHi, ncuxos0rivHi.
BpaxoByrouu Bci 1i pakTopH, BUHHKIIA HOTPeda B KOHTPOJIi Ha/l NOIIMPEHHSIM HAPKOTHKIB i Hacammnepen
1le NPUITHATTS 3aKOHIB, AKi 0 o0Me:xyBau iX Bukopucranisa. Ha mouarky XX cToJiiTTsi MiskHapoaHa
CHIIbHOTA BU3HAJIA KOHTPOJIb HA/l HAPKOTHKAMHU 3arajibHOCBITOBOIO Npodaemolo. IIpo ue 0y.i0 Bix3Ha-
YeHO HA mepuriii MizkHapoaHiit KoHdepeHIii 3 HLOro muTaHHsd, sika Bigdynacs 1909 poky B Illanxai. Mixk-
HAPOJHA CHCTEMAa KOHTPOJII0 PO3BHBAJIACH MOCTYNOBO, mounHaun 3 1912 poky, koan 0yaa npuiinsara
Mixknapoana omiymna konBeHuisi. B 1961 poui 6ysa npuiinata €1uHa KOHBEHIs NP0 HAPKOTHYHI
3aco6u, B 1971 poui — KonBennuist npo ncuxorponsi peyoBunu, B 1988 poui — Konsenuis OOH npo
00poTHO0Y NPOTH HE3AKOHHOTI'0 00Ir'y HAPKOTHYHUX 3ac00iB i ncuxoTponHuX peuyoBuH. Koncrarosano, mo,
BPaxoBYIOUYH He0e3leKy PpO3NOBCIOJ:KEHHSI HAPKOTHYHMX 3ac00iB, NCHXOTPONHMX Ppe4oBMH i IXHi
HEraTHBHI HACJiIKH JUIsl 310poB’si, YKkpaiHa parudikyBaia Bule3a3HauyeHi kouBenuii i B 1995 poui
NPUHHAIA AHTUHAPKOTHYHE 32KOHOIABCTBO, a TAK0K 0yJia BBeleHa KPUMiHAJIbLHA BiiNOBiaAbHICTD 3a
He3aKOHHEe MOBO/IKEHHS 3 HAPKOTUYHUMHU 3aco0amu i npekypcopamu. Tako:xx B Ykpaiui 0yJi0 po3noyaro
opraHizaunilo KoMmIiJIeKcHOI nmMpoTuaii HapkomaHii Ta Hapkortopribji. Po3risinyro 3axoau, siki Oyam
HamnpagsJieHi Ha 31ilicHeHHs1 nMpoTuaii HapkoMmaHii. 3po0/jieHO BUCHOBOK, 110 HADKOMAaHis SIK coliajbHe
SIBMIIE € CePHO3HOI0 3arpo3010 AJIsl cTaliIbLHOCTI Ta PO3BUTKY CYCHIILCTBA, TOMY NPOTH/isI HHOMY JIMXY
€ TeplIoYEepProBMM 3aBAAHHAM KoxkHOI Aep:kaBu. IIporuaiss HapkoMaHii Ta HapkoTopriBii B YkpaiHi
MIiCTUTh HIMPOKHUI CHEKTP 3aX0AiB — MOYMHAIOYH Bill pery/Ji0BaHHs Ha 3aKOHOJaBYOMY PiBHi /10 31iiic-
HEeHHS i BJOCKOHAJIEHHSI PABOOXOPOHHOI isSVIBHOCTI Ta NpodinaKkTuKH, 0T:Ke, BOHA NOTpedy€ yBaru Ha
BCiX piBHAX — Bix iHAMBiTyaabHOrO0 10 Aep:xkaBHOTO. Po3B’A3aHHs i€l mpodaeMH MOXKJINBe JHIIE Yepe3
00’ €IHAHHSA 3yCWJIb BJIaIU, TPOMaJACBKUX opraxizauiii i cycminbcrpa. Ilonpu 3Ha4Hi yenmixu, 6opoThoa 3
HAPKOTHKAMHU 3JIMIIAETHCS CKJIAAHUM 3aBJAHHAM, 110 NOTPedye NOCTIIHHOr0 BAOCKOHAJIEHHS MiAX0iB
i MizkHapoaHOI cniBIpaii.

Ki1r04o0Bi ci10Ba: HapkoMaHiss, HAPKOTHYHI 32c00M, ICUXOTPONHi peYOBMHHU, NPOTHAISA, KOHTPOJIb
Ha/l HAPKOTHKAMM.
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